e day before Diwali, Lwas rushing

Drelhi airport to cateh my return fight
to Ahmedabad. It was late aftermoon.
As | looked through the car window, |
natieed @ full meon on the horizon! In the
Indian subcontinent, culture, agriculture
and markets have been in harmony with
nature. Festivals fall either on a fi

yza celebration of
w moon day. 5
ve faudt lies not in ourstars, but in

by the stublble-smoke-fed pollution,

Year after) ubble burning by farm-
5 arvana and western Uttar
es seasonal pollution in
northern India, Desplte the government and
Supreme Court hanning it, pacddy residue
Burning has stubbornly continwed. A few
costmedicremedies hive been tried without
suceess. Policy politics to end hunger haunts
theefTort, butwe need asostainable solution
theat aicds the poor and also ends pollution,

The problem arnse because ofunnatural
intervention in agriculiure by assuring
Farmers minimum support prices (MSP) for
whieat and rice, apart from subsidies on fer-
tilizers and pesticides. States like Punjah
have abso been givieg itstillers free electric-
ity The benefits are mostly reaped by rich
Farmers in Punjab, Haryana and westemn 1P
who have fertile farms. It is no surprise that
owver the decades, pulses like ehema and
sngseer amel vilseeds like mustard and sun-
flawer got replaced with wheat and rice in
these states, Farmers innorth-western ndia
have heavily been drawing grosndwater o
arow water-intensive rice in the dharifsea
son. They are left with not much time
between thelr ree harvest and the sowing of
winter crops, within which they must rid
their land of knee-high rice stubibl
farmers use harvest combines, but A
residue does not get removed by these,
Moreover, the labour and machines
rverquiees] o vemrove thissoubsbile o that short
spanare expensive, So, the most cost e
tiveway isto bumnit. The result: the environ-
ment gets heavily pollited

Thies Bsolite urgency o address
this negative externality affecting north
Irlia. For the market to rematn harmonionus
with the environment aml the sustainable

use of water and land, rice production
in's southern states

have heen incentivized to maintain a partic-
ular cropping pattern for vears on end, we
ol expect a quick-fixsolution.

trent programme (SAF}
will have to be initiated for such a move, | a Plan
1imtegrated divect benefit i

ket prices send signals to farmers on the While cre

comsicered tolncentivize

ticultural crops, A robast
DET system would cover
more farmers than mar-
ket interventions, as it
will help poor farmers as
well and could be kept

nd

sfer | Niti
1liewof MSPs | allot forit
st let g will ha

EER
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Unnatwral policy intervention in
agrlculture by way of MSPs and
subsidies has incentivized
pproprate ceops with the
result that its environmental
Impact has grown harsh

‘We need structural refooms
in the farmsector but success
will take aninstitutionalized
-hansm o lathe GST Counc
for the Centre and states to

ointly work out solutions.

anmul revenues run into thousandsof cro-
rupees. Anintegrated DET along with
s Pt when | reforms toallow eontract Bammning and o
i anational marked for produce will threaten
the manopsomist APMC lobby.
there may bea need to giamnte
enuesfora few years, Tofimanceand execute
sucha SAT, India dhoes not have the hxary of
Commission anymore and the
v does not hive fandsof its ow
nait
e tobe created for 510 7 years.
iz such a mechanis

Therefore,
AT rey-

10
nsgitutional mechanism

I, one
must remember 1
Inudia has a federal struc
ture. Hoth the Union and
state govermments are
intertwined in agricul
tural policy. 1f the MSP

Cooperative federalism can stop farm stubble burning

SATISH DEODHAR

states, the responsihility of the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yoj eswith
the Centre, This sche v consider the
istrilution of millets and pulses as well,
which would have implications for food
stocks, Thiss, any institutional armangement
st honour the principle of cooperati
fedleralism between the Centre and states,

Fosorl Marketing (AFD
upunder the aegis of the Niti
be chaired by the Union minister of agricul-
ture and s members could inchude the agri-
culture ministers of all states and Union ter
ritories, as well is represer wsof politi
parties. The public postures of liwmakers
may differ depending on whether they'ne
with the rling party or the opposition.

and fertilizer subsid

are ghven by the Union
povernment. irrigation
anid  power subsidies
come fromstates. Ifcrop
insuranc
both governments, farm-
loain & atres Tty

governance of
markets s influenced by

However, closed-door m s of the
Councdl can hold frank discussions o pertl-
nent ssnes inacollegial setting. The Couneil
cotthl consultexperts and civil servants and
facilitate negotiations among states and
hetween the Centre and states, hefore a bill
istabled in Parliament. Such a provess will
turn out fobe a non-gerosum game with o
high rate of success,

Let's hope that the Sun does not ook like
afull mocrnin Belhi next Diwali!




