Press Release

ITMA Holds Special Convocation for its ePGD-ABA 2022-2023
Batch

February 10, 2024: The Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) held a Special
Convocation ceremony for the participants of the e-Post Graduate Diploma 1n Advanced Business

Analytics €PGD-ABA) 2022-2023 batch on campus today.

The Convocation was presided over by Mr Pankaj R Patel, Chairman of the IIMA Board of
Governors, who 1s also the Chairman of the Zydus Litesciences Ltd. He was joined by Protessor
Bharat Bhasker, Director, IIMA; Chief Guest Mr Srikanth Velamakanni, Chief Guest, Co-founder,
Group Chief Executive and Vice Chaiman, members of the Board of Governors, Deans,

Programme Chairs, faculty members, among others, in the celebration.

A total of 37 students from the ePGD-ABA programme completed the Post Graduate Diploma in
Advanced Business Analytics, this year. The award ot degrees was read out by Professor Arnab Laha,

Chairperson (ePGD-ABA) and handed over to the graduates by the Mr Pankaj Patel.

Addressing the gathering, Mr Pankaj R Patel, Chairperson, IIMA Board of Governors, said
‘In the current scenario, an organisation’s ability to compete eftectively i such a competitive
marketplace will be largely determined by 1ts ability to tackle major hurdles by using and managing
Big Data. However, many orgamsations are failing to leverage this shift because of the critical
shortage of skilled manpower 1 this domain who can dissect this data and pull-out actionable

msights.

There could not be a more opportune moment for you. As you walk out of these corrdors, you
return to your home ground equipped with an arsenal that will help you navigate the unpredictable,
ever-evolving business landscape, empowering you to become the game-changers ot tomorrow's

business world.”

Delivering the convocation address, Mr Srikanth Velamakanni, Co-founder, Group Chief
Executive and Vice Chairman, said, shared his experiences with the graduating batch. Otfering
advise to the students, Mr Velamakanni said, “We are living in unprecedented times. We are living

in the age ot Al —The future of work will be different from what we have seen so far. We must
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expect the unexpected. The “why, what and how” of work will be ditferent trom what have seen

so far.” Mr Velamakanm said that protessionals need to seek more meaning and purpose in thet

work and dream big.

“Work will get automated. A lot of the work that we currently do as human beings will feel sub-
human, inhumane, or too dangerous. How we will engage with each other, how we learn, how we
make decisions and how we engage with mformation will change. As you venture mto this world
and build a hifty-year career, may you lead the world with umimpeachable moral clanty. And
analytically speaking - May your errors always be random, your biases minmmal, and your
contidence mtervals just right. And may you mncorporate new data and revise your models often,”

he concluded.

Delivering the concluding address, Professor Bharat Bhasker, Director, IIMA, said, “Busmess
1s transforming with data-driven decision-making taking centre stage. The ABA programme has
been meticulously designed and bolstered by real-world projects to allow participants get a realistic
view of mdustry challenges and arrive at solutions that can make a lasting impact on business. As
you ride the analytics wave, I urge you to keep ethics at the core of your decisions and use your
knowledge and skills to benehit the society at large. I wish you success and fulfilment n your

careers.”

The e-PGD ABA programme 1s a 16-month programme in Appled Analyties for working
professionals and is designed specifically to cater to the growing demand tor skilled analytics
protessionals who can delwer state-ot the-art solutions to business problems. The programme has
tound encouraging response as it allows candidates to learn Applied Analytics without taking a
break from their work. This 1s made possible through a caretully balanced mux ot online and on-
campus experiential modules which mncludes rigorous coursework, peer to peer learning and
capstone projects — all weaved into one comprehensive programme that accommodates the hectic

schedules of working protessionals.

About ITM Ahmedabad:

The Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) is a premuer, global management Institute that 1s at the
torefront of promoting excellence m the field of management education. In more than six decades of its existence,
the Institute has been acknowledged for its exemplary contributions to scholarship, practice and policy through its
distinctive teaching, high-quality research, nurtunng future leaders, supporting industry, govemment, social enterprise
and creating a progressive impact on society. IIMA was founded as an innovative mitiative by the Govemment,
mdustry, and intermational acaderua in 1961. Sinee then, it has been cons olidating its global footpant and today it has
a network with over 80 top international institutions and a presence in Dubai. Its eminent faculty members and more
than 40,000 alumni, who are at the helm of influential positions in all walks of Lfe also contribute to its global
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recognition. Over the years, IIMA’s academically superior, market-driven, and socially impactful programmes, have
eamed high reputation and acclaim globally. It became the first Indian institution to receive international accreditation
from EQUIS. The institute also is placed firstin the Govemment of India’s National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF), India Rankings 2023, The Institute has been ranked number 1 in India, number 2 in Asia and 35 th, globally,
m the Piancial Times (FT) Executive Education Rankings 2023, The renowned flagship two-year Post Graduate
Programme in Management (PGP) is ranked 26th in the FT Masters in Management Ranking 2021 and the one-year
Post Graduate Programme in Management for Executives (PGPX) have been ranked 62nd in the FT Global MBA
rankings 2022. TIMA offers consultancy services and more than 200 curated executive education programmes in
customized, blended, and open enrolment formats for a diverse audience comprising business leaders, policymakers,
industry professionals, acadermicians, govemment officials, ammed forces personnel, agr-business and other niche
sector specialists and entrepreneurs.

To know more about ITMA, please visit: https: / /wrww ima.ac.in/

For media queries, please contact
Sunitha Aravind | pr@umaacin | +91-8450 900 643
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